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What is the meaning of Universal 
Children's Day?

The United Nations established 
Universal Children’s Day in order to 

promote internal togetherness, 
raise awareness among children 

worldwide, and improve children’s 
welfare.

This week, we encourage you to 
borrow one of the picture books 

that we have in the library to read 
with a younger sibling or to look at 

with new eyes.

November 20th was Universal 
Children’s Day 

264 million – The number 
of children who do not go 

to school.

150 million – The number 
of children worldwide 
engaged in child labor, 

not even having the 
chance to be children.

$1.25 – The average cost 
a day per child in 

developing countries to 
provide a full cycle of pre-

primary through 
secondary education.

26 million – The number 
of children out of school 

in Ethiopia because of the 
coronavirus pandemic

Is it time to reflect on 
what we sometimes 
take for granted?



Student  Book Recommendat ions
Lindula Pallawela Appuhamilage 8C recommends Chasers by James Clancy Phelan
This is a novel that explores the world through the eyes of a young boy 

who has witnessed something he cannot comprehend and goes to 

amazing lengths to normalize his life after the apocalypse has 

occurred. This young boy explores the remains of the city as he tries to 

piece together a place that once was. This is a great book that is a part 

of the apocalyptic and dystopian genre but approaches it in a more 

psychological; effects on people way. I would recommend this book to 

ages above 13 because this book is most enjoyable to teenagers and 

younger audiences will not necessarily understand the complicated 

concepts explored in this book.

I would like to recommend a book that I have been enjoying lately! 
It’s called ‘The Night Circus' by Erin Morgenstern and it’s about a 
circus that just appeared out of nowhere and starts doing fishy 
things. It’s a great horror book with a lot of description helping 
you visualise the story clearly.

Minty Kaur from 7D recommends the The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern

Do you have a book recommendation? Send it to Nina.Kempinger@education.vic.gov.au

Check out the Readings Book Prize winners for 2020This was one of the best books I've ever read. It is a story about a 
severe drought in America which stopped the access to any sort of 
water for anyone. It is a third person omniscient narration, so it 
really tells you several different mini-stories that all eventually meet 
together. It is a fabulous read. You feel like you are actually the one 
who's about to die of thirst.

Vinayak Duggal from 8C recommends Dry  by Jarrod Shusterman & Neal 
Shusterman

I really loved this book as it was mysterious but also really 
interesting and relatable. I found it very encouraging and also 
inspiring too. I feel like people who like adventure, mysteries but 
also inspiring books would love this book!

Tavleen Kaur from 8D recommends Divergent by Veronica Roth



Book of the Month
As chosen by Mrs. Kempinger

This graphic novel adaptation of 
Octavia E. Butler's 'Kindred' is a 

powerful representation of life for black 
people in America. The author cleverly 

uses the science fiction genre to 
juxtapose the life of slaves with 

modern day. 

Dana, a young black woman living in 
California with her husband, finds 

herself inexplicably transported to a 
plantation in Maryland during the time 

of slave ownership. While there she 
witnesses and experiences the horrors 

the slaves are subjected to but must 
try to understand the white 

landowners in order to survive and 
return to the world she belongs in. 

A great choice for those who are 
interested in learning more about black 

American history through a story 
format.

Kindred by Octavia E. Butler
Graphic Novel adaptation by Damian Duffy & John 

Jennings

Anne Frank’s Diary: 
the graphic 
adaptation

You may also like…



Book of the Month
As chosen by Miss Vander Werf

They call it a crash when the blood 
goes from my head to my feet, pours 
out into the room and drains through a 
hole in the middle of the floor. They call 
it a crash when the walls start spinning 
and the pictures blur. Then the ceiling 
turns black and the floor turns black 
and I don't know which way I'm facing 
any more. 

Eleven-year-old Joe can't remember a 
life outside of his hospital room, with 
its beeping machines and view of 
London's rooftops. His condition 
means he’s not allowed outside, not 
even for a moment, and his few visitors 
risk bringing life-threatening germs 
inside his 'bubble'. Then a new nurse 
offers Joe the possibility of going 
outside. But Joe doesn't know if the 
nurse is serious--or whether he could 
survive the adventure.

A heart-warming tale that tells the 
reader of the importance of treating 
people with kindness and empathy.

The Bubble Boy by Stewart Foster

Wonder
by R.J. Palacio

You may also 
like…

Not all superheroes 
wear capes



Take a Break

Children’s Literature Trivia
Use this link to access a quiz that will help you to win house 

points for every correct answer! This quiz is open to all 
students and staff until midnight on Friday 4th December.

ENTER QUIZ HERE
You will need to use your school details to access the quiz.

Good luck!

Last 
week’s 
quiz 

answers 
are on the 
next page

RIDDLE ME THIS!
I have no doors but I have keys, I have no 

rooms but I do have a space, you can enter 
but you can never leave. What am I?

What gets wetter and wetter the more it 
dries?

A person is sitting in a house at night that 
has no lights on at all. There is no lamp, no 
candle, nothing. Yet they are reading. How?

If you have me, you want to share me. If you 
share me, you haven’t got me. What am I?

What is next in this sequence? JFMAMJJASON..

How many words 
can you find?

Can you find the 
9-letter word?

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=N7Ns2Ycaz0S2mzzsM0pMHxyFM1S4iwtKrUjC9n7_1JtUOVpWWENSRDFQTzRMWTZEUU1MRFU5MFMwMyQlQCN0PWcu


Answers from the last edit ion
NAIDOC Week Trivia answers
1. Who is the Aboriginal man on the $50 note? David Unaipon. 
2. What was his claim to fame? He was a preacher as well as an author and inventor. 
3. What does "Ulmarra" mean? bend in the river
4. If an Aboriginal person said you were "deadly" what would they mean? they thought you were 

a really good person and liked you.
5. 7. Besides being successful Aboriginal sports people what do Cathy Freeman, Evonne Cawley

(nee Goolagong), Lionel Rose and Adam Goodes all have in common? They have all had the 
honour of being Australian of the Year.

6. What does the yellow circle in the Aboriginal flag represent? The Sun
7. The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population make up what percent of the total 

Australian population? 2.8 per cent
8. What colours are found in the Torres Strait flag? Green, White, Black & Blue
9. What state or territory has the highest population of Aboriginal people? New South Wales
10.Which of the following was NOT invented by Aboriginal people: didgeridoo, boomerang, 

modern mechanical shears? They are all Aboriginal inventions.
11.Which of the following weapons is the fastest: round headed nulla nulla, flat headed nulla

nulla, spear thrown by hand, spear thrown using a woomera? Spear thrown using a woomera
12.What does NAIDOC mean? National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee
13.How do Aboriginal people traditionally navigate on land? Using song-lines that describe 

features of the land and environment
14.What did Prime Minister Kevin Rudd apologise for? Government policy of stealing Aboriginal 

children
15.Which of the following is NOT an Aboriginal language group: Arakan, Waripiri, Arrente, 

Wiradjuri? Arakan
16. In Canberra, what protest site has been running for over 40 years? Aboriginal tent embassy
17.Which of these place names is NOT an Aboriginal word: Canberra, Geelong, Dubbo, 

Bendigo? Bendigo

House trivia results:
Oakwood- 39

Halton- 27
Gladstone- 27

Munro- 0


