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Did you know that almost half of the Lyndale Secondary 
College student enrolment originate from 53 different 

countries with 75 per cent of these students speaking a 
language other than English at home and 10 per cent 

are non-English speakers? Our Koorie student 
population represents 2.4 per cent of the student 

population. 

Many families have fled from their homeland to escape 
violence and persecution seeking peace and a better 
quality of life here in Dandenong North. The City of 

Greater Dandenong has been a Refugee welcome zone 
since 2002. The city and our school actively promotes 

and advocates for the rights of forcibly displaced 
people. Lyndale Secondary College values and commits 
to promoting cultural, linguistic and religious diversity, 

community harmony and respect for all!

Please take time to check out some of our many books 
in our fiction and non-fiction collection celebrating 

diversity and the human spirit. 

Focus on Refugees, 
Immigration, Migration, 

Social Justice and Human 
rights!

World Refugee Day is an international day 
designated by the United Nations to honour

refugees around the globe. It falls each year on 
the 20 June and celebrates the strength and 
courage of people who have been forced to 
flee their home country to escape conflict or 

persecution. World Refugee Day is an occasion 
to build empathy and understanding for their 

plight and to recognize their resilience in 
rebuilding their lives.

The Lyndale Library is in inclusive space that 
celebrates our diverse community. Please 

check out the library book displays this month 
of our extensive collection of books that focus 

on the theme of refugees, immigration, 
migration, social justice and human rights. 

There will also be student activities and events 
to join into.

Reference: https://www.unhcr.org/refugeeday/ 

World Refugee Day 
20 June, 2021

Together#withrefugees
Together we heal, learn 

and shine



Student  Book Recommendat ions
Armeen Najafi 8D recommends The Silent Patient 
by Alex Michaelides

The main idea of this mysterious book ‘The Silent Patient’ written 
by Alex Michaelides is finding out why Alicia, the Patient, is silent 
about her husband’s death. The story is set in a mental hospital 
where Theo, the psychotherapist, tries to help Alicia. The 
protagonist Theo is trying to get Alicia to reveal her secret and 
speak. Theo is a very weird but smart person who is having 
trouble with his wife at home which seems unimportant at first 
but ends up explaining the whole plot. The language use in ‘The 
Silent Patient’ is so far my favourite. I’ve never read a plot so 
interesting, as I got mind blown when I understood the plot and I 
was not expecting that! I would definitely recommend this book 
to people who like mystery and crime books. This book had me 
screaming because of the plot! It is my favourite book so far! 
10/10  

Do you have a book recommendation? Send it to Angela.Boundy@education.vic.gov.au

‘When My Name Was Keoko’ is an historical fiction novel about 

Japan colonising Korea. The protagonist Sun-hee and her older 

brother Tae-yul are proud of their Korean ancestors, but they live 

under Japanese rule. No one is allowed to fly the Korean flag, and 

all students must read and write in Japanese. All must assist in war 

planning, but it does not imply that they can protect Japan. Sun-

hee remains at home, protecting life-and-death secrets, while Tae-

yul is about to sacrifice his life to support his family. The fact that I 

am unable to make any real-life associations with this novel, I 

would still recommend it to someone who enjoys reading about 

war and historical fiction.

Rida Hosaini 8D recommends When my name was Keoko
by Linda Sue Park



Wendy Orr has cleverly used myth to tell the 

story of a girl with no prospects and no people 

who are on her side. Her only hope for a better 

future lies in the hunger games style 

tournament that takes place each year on the 

Bull King’s island.

Dragonfly Song is about a young girl, Aissa, who 

has been abandoned twice and finds herself, 

mute and alone, cleaning up after everyone else 

in the city. She has no name and is thought to 

be bad luck by everyone.

You cannot help but feel for Aissa as she 

navigates a world that hates her. She is a brave 

young woman who finds the inner strength to 

have the life she deserves. 

This is a beautiful story, written about a world 

that is both familiar yet mythical. 

Chosen by Ms Kempinger

Dragonfly Song
by Wendy Orr

Staff Picks for June

You may also like…



Staff Picks for June

In 1914, Tom Stott falls in love with Gracie 

O'Donnell, but their love is doomed by 

circumstance and war. Tom finds himself 

part of the blood-soaked landings at 

Gallipoli, while Gracie marries another. A 

deception, born in a place and time on the 

brink of war, traverses the world as 

successive generations seek freedom in a 

century of change. It isn't until American 

teen Noah Clifford joins his mother 

Deborah, his grandfather Will and his 

great-grandmother Gracie in Australia that 

the secrets of the past are revealed, 

secrets that will take them back to the 

beaches of Gallipoli...

From multi-award winning author, 

Richard Yaxley, comes a story of 

connectedness, family and the power 

of truth.

Chosen by Ms Koutras

Harmony
by Richard Yaxley

You may also like…



No friend but the mountain: writing from Manus 
Prison by Behrouz Boochani

"Where have I come from? From the land of rivers, the land of 
waterfalls, the land of ancient chants, the land of mountains. In 

2013, Kurdish journalist Behrouz Boochani was illegally detained 
on Manus Island. He has been there ever since. People would 

run to the mountains to escape the warplanes and found 
asylum within their chestnut forests. This book is the result. 

Laboriously tapped out on a mobile phone and translated from 
the Farsi. It is a voice of witness, an act of survival. A lyric first-
hand account. A cry of resistance. A vivid portrait through five 

years of incarceration and exile. Do Kurds have any friends other 
than the mountains?

Detention by Tristan Bancks

Sima and her family are pressed to the rough, cold ground 
among fifty others. They lie next to the tall fence designed to 
keep them in. The wires are cut one by one. When they make 

their escape, a guard raises the alarm. Shouting, smoke bombs, 
people tackled to the ground. In the chaos Sima loses her 

parents. Dad told her to run, so she does, hiding in a school and 
triggering a lockdown. A boy, Dan, finds her hiding in the toilet 

block. What should he do? Help her? Dob her in? She's breaking 
the law, but is it right to lock kids up? And if he helps, should 

Sima trust him? Or run? This moment, these decisions will 
change the course of their lives.

Popular new books about 
refugees & social justice



Library Book of the Month-June
CBCA shortlisted book 2021

When Rain Turns To Snow by Jane Godwin

A Runaway, A Baby, And a Whole lot of Questions….

Lissa is home on her own when a stranger turns up on the doorstep, carrying a baby. Reed is on the run-
surely people are looking for him? He thinks he’s connected to Lissa’s Mum- but how? And why has he been 
left in charge of a baby? A baby who is sick and getting sicker….

Reed’s appearance stirs up untold histories in Lissa’s family, and suddenly she is having to make sense of 
her past in a way she would never have imagined. Meanwhile, her brother is dealing with a devastating 
secret of his own.

This book is a beautiful and timely coming-of-age story about finding out who you are in the face of crisis 
and change.



Mindful  Mandala for colouring!

I 
Source: https://misscaly.wordpress.com/2016/02/29/8-free-printable-mindful-colouring-pages/

.                               Word of the month
Immigration noun

>The action of coming to live permanently in a foreign country
“a barrier to control illegal immigration from Mexico”

>The place at an airport or country’s border where government officials 
check the documents of people entering that country.
“the airport has long queues at immigration and baggage reclaim”
Source: OxfordLanguages http://www.languages.oup.com

http://www.languages.oup.com/

