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This month the Library’s focus is on global issues to 
coincide with the UN International day of clean air for blue 

skies which takes place on 7 September. It’s an 
opportunity for you to think about matters that you are 

concerned about and enable you to do some research or 
read about what action other people and organisations 

are doing to address the issue. It could be related to 
climate change, environmental protection, sustainability, 

civil rights and social change to name a few. The Library is 
well stocked with books about these topics. Whether you 
would like to read more factual books in the non-fiction 
collection or fiction books with these themes running 

through their story lines, there is something for everyone. 
Be inspired by young and older activists such as Greta 

Thunberg and Bill Gates! Please check out the book 
displays in the Library to learn more about these issues 

and find inspiration to take action to make a difference to 
our world!
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Engaging in world issues!
UN International day of clean air 
for blue skies is on 7 September 

2021
#HealthyAirHealthyPlanet

R U OK? Day (Thursday 9 September 2021) 
is our national day of action dedicated to 
reminding everyone that everyday is the 

day to ask, “Are you OK?” and support 
those struggling with life’s ups and downs. 

A range of circumstances can lead to a 
person feeling low, including:

big life changes like moving house or 
school, experiencing grief or loss, being 

around people going through tough times, 
being bored, not sleeping well and so on.

Please check out the ruok website for 
more information regarding this issue or 

reach out for help. You are not alone!

There is a book display in the Library 
regarding mental health, stress 

management, bullying and more.

Reference: https://www.ruok.org.au

R U OK?  day
9 September 2021

#ruok?

https://www.ruok.org.au/


Student  Book Recommendat ions

Faiqa Azahar 11A recommends Lady Mary by Lucy Worsley

I personally found this book interesting and somewhat 
saddening. As it presents the difficult life of Princess Mary, who 
is often overlooked by the glory of her half- sister Elizabeth, who 
turned out to be one of the greatest monarchs in British history. 
Nevertheless, this book follows the challenges Mary Tudor 
sought after her parents’ scandalous divorce. I was amazed by 
the ambitious nature of Mary to retrieve her title that was 
disregarded many times after her Father King Henry VIII, 
remarried to Ann Boleyn who is later recognized as the 
antagonist in the novel, nonetheless, remaining a devout 
Catholic considering the resentment she was confronted with 
from her own father and stepmother. I believe that the writer 
has done a splendid job in displaying a rather distinctive 
perspective of the divorce of Mary’s parents, which has been so 
steeped in biased history. Seeing this new side of Mary Tudor, 
has given her the light of which she deserved. I quickly grasped 
her character and thought process and continued to sympathize 
with her throughout the book. 
.

Do you have a book recommendation? Send it to Angela.Boundy@education.vic.gov.au

‘To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before by Jenny Han is about a girl called Lara Jean and 

throughout her life, she has written letters to all the boys she has loved in her 

past. Five boys in total and she never sends out any of these letters. In each 

letter she writes everything she feels towards them. She keeps these letters 

tucked away in one of her most prized possessions, a teal hatbox her mother 

gave her before she died. However, one day she finds that they are gone, her 

letters have been sent out, and everyone she has ever loved knows. Including 

her older sister and Margot’s ex-boyfriend. This causes some problems in their 

relationship. This story wasn’t just about romance but focused on the 

relationship between her sisters, family and getting out of your comfort zone. I 

loved everything about this book, the characters, the story etc. I also loved that 

I could relate so much to Lara Jean. It had so many funny moments that made 

me laugh a lot. It really made me feel so many emotions and it was beautifully 

written. I finished this book quickly and I found myself getting back to it 

whenever I could and turning the pages and reading more chapters when I 

told myself that I would stop. One thing I did dislike about the book however, 

was how it ended. I started reading this book because I’ve seen the movie and 

loved it so I started reading this so I could see which I liked better. Personally, I 

think the book was a lot better. I cannot wait to read the next book!

Aruzou Alizadah 9D recommends 
To all the boys I’ve loved before  by Jenny Han



A beautifully crafted verse novel about the role sport 

plays in our lives. 

Blake lives for footy and just doesn’t know what to do 

with himself when an injury sees him sidelined and 

unable to play.

Jolene is a hockey superstar with a mother who puts the 

sport before all else but is it what Jolene wants?

Amed is a refugee and new to Australia. He loves soccer 

but is struggling to find his way in this new country.

These three main characters seem to have nothing in 

common but can sport help them to find their way 

through difficult times?

If you like interesting characters who are coping with 

life’s big difficulties but don’t like the idea of a long novel 

with pages filled with words, this is the book for you. 

Worse Things uses verse and illustrations to give the 

reader short snapshots of life for the three main 

characters who are managing some pretty huge

concerns. Even though it is written in verse, the story 

unfolds in a way that makes sense and helps us to get 

to know each character and what is happening in their 

lives.

Call # MUR

Sublocation: Fiction

Chosen by Ms Kempinger

Worse Things 
by Sally Murphy

Staff Picks for September

You may also like…



Staff Picks for September

If you like stories about survival and dystopian 

disasters this is the book for you. ‘Chasers’ is the 

first book in the ‘Alone’ trilogy by James Phelan. 

It is a suspenseful and exciting story about a trip 

of a lifetime that turns into the end of the world! 

When Jesse crawls out of the wreckage of a 

subway car and emerges into daylight, he’s 

greeted by a living nightmare. An unexplained 

force has destroyed New York City, turning 

skyscrapers into ash, cutting off all power and 

communication. Jesse and his friends, Dave, 

Anna and Mini are dazed but unhurt. The other 

survivors are not so lucky. Every human being 

they encounter is infected, gripped by an 

unquenchable thirst that drives them to 

monstrous acts of violence. Somehow, Jesse has 

to escape. But first, he has to stay alive!

This book reignited my interest in this type of 

genre and I look forward to reading the two 

other books in this trilogy!

Call # PHE

Sublocation: Fiction

Chosen by Mrs Boundy

Chasers
By James Phelan

You may also like…



Featured books about climate 
change 

It's 20 August 2018, late summer in Stockholm, and it 
feels incredibly hot in the city. The TV news reports 
rising temperatures, and there have been numerous 
fires throughout Sweden. Fifteen-year-old Greta 
Thunberg decides she can't wait any longer: politicians 
have to do something to save the environment. Instead 
of returning to school, Greta takes a placard and goes 
on strike in front of Sweden's parliament building. 
Greta's protest began the Fridays for Future - or School 
Strike 4 Climate - movement, which millions have now 
joined around the world. Greta has spoken at COP24, 
the UN summit on climate change, and has been 
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. This is her story, 
but also that of many other girls and boys around the 
world willing to fight against the indifference of the 
powerful for a better future.

Bill Gates has spent a decade investigating the 
causes and effects of climate change. With the help 
of experts in the fields of physics, chemistry, 
biology, engineering, political science, and finance, 
he has focused on what must be done in order to 
stop the planet's slide toward certain environmental 
disaster. In this book, he not only explains why we 
need to work toward net-zero emissions of 
greenhouse gases, but also details what we need to 
do to achieve this profoundly important goal.



2021 CBCA book of the year for younger 
readers and young adult fiction!

Aster attends a school for 

gifted kids, but she doesn't 

think she's special at all. If 

she was, her mother 

wouldn't have left. Each day 

Aster must do a good, right 

thing-a challenge she sets 

herself, to make someone 

else's life better. Nobody can 

know about her things, 

because then they won't 

count. And if she doesn't do 

them, she's sure everything 

will go wrong.

Identical twin sisters 

Summer and Winter live 

alone on a remote island, 

sheltered from a destroyed 

world. They survive on 

rations stockpiled by their 

father and spend their days 

deep in their mother's 

collection of classic literature 

-- until a mysterious stranger 

upends their carefully 

constructed reality. At first, 

Edward is a welcome 

distraction. But who is he 

really, and why has he come? 

As love blooms and the 

world stops spinning, the 

secrets of the girls' past 

begin to unravel and escape 

is the only option.



James Phelan Guest Author event

On Tuesday 3 August, 25 of our budding writers were fortunate enough to 
participate in a writing workshop by the popular YA fantasy author James Phelan 
who spoke about his journey in becoming a professional author. He shared 
many of his writing techniques about developing intricate plots and complex 
characters for his stories. This was a very informative, helpful and motivating 
experience for our students as they prepare for the annual ‘Write a book in a
day’ event this month. Visiting authors are an important part of the Library 
program at Lyndale to promote a love of books, reading and literacy.

“In regard, to the writer James Phelan, I had a wonderful time during the workshop with him. Although it was a 
bit rushed, it was really fascinating to listen to his life story and how he got to where he is currently, and he was 
generally just really passionate about motivating us young readers to possibly pursue writing as well. After 
reading a few of his books, I honestly thought he was going to be a serious type of person, however, upon 
meeting him, I realised I was wrong as he was very humorous and funny and engaged with us through various 
comedic jokes. It was really amazing to learn new things such as how to write about characters and introduce 
them into the story, and just tips on writing a story in general and I really appreciated the notes he had made for 
us as well. All in all, it was a quite pleasant and enjoyable experience to meet with the writer and I’m really 
grateful that he came to meet and teach us as well!” – Zaryab Baig 10A



A new self sign-on Destiny Discover  
is coming soon!

There is exciting news! The Lyndale Library will be rolling out a new and improved 
Destiny Discover Library management system to our community over the coming 
months! This will enable users to have individual logins to Destiny Discover and have 
access to a comprehensive range of features and functions available to them. This will 
allow self-empowered patron access to:

• Place hold for self from library catalog

• Create multiple lists of books

• Create private collections and favourites lists

• Add book reviews

• View your checkouts

• View your holds

• View your history

• View your favourites

• Access collections



Mindfulness activity

Source: https://www.happierhuman.com/mindfulness-coloring-pages/ 



September Buzz Quiz!

Please click on the link below to participate in this month’s Buzz 
newsletter Quiz. All questions are based on this month’s edition. All 
entries go into the draw to win a new book! Good luck!

September Buzz Quiz

Congratulations to Salemey Abdoul Hak 10A for winning the Buzz newsletter August 
quiz! 

A big thank you to everyone who entered. 

.                               Word of the month
Activist noun

➢ A person who campaigns to bring about political or social change. 
➢ “ activists have been calling for change”

Source: OxfordLanguages http://www.languages.oup.com

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=N7Ns2Ycaz0S2mzzsM0pMHyFUKJ8fSrBIpEypVQycrGdUNjlNWTZHQzZBWllQSkNOQllWSU1GSTQzNC4u
http://www.languages.oup.com/

